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I will keep reading: ‘‘Right-wing ex-

tremists were concerned during the 
1990s with the perception that illegal 
immigrants were taking away Amer-
ican jobs through their willingness to 
work at significantly lower wages. 
They also opposed free trade agree-
ments, arguing that these arrange-
ments resulted in Americans losing 
jobs to other countries.’’ Are Ameri-
cans not losing jobs to China, to Com-
munist China, to India and to Mexico? 
If you believe that American jobs are 
worth fighting for, then you’re a ter-
rorist. 
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HONORING THE CREW OF THE 
APOLLO 11 MISSION TO THE MOON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pride that I introduce legis-
lation today to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to four brave and ex-
emplary Americans, Commander Neil 
A. Armstrong, command module pilot 
Michael Collins, and lunar module 
pilot Edwin ‘‘Buzz’’ Aldrin, the crew of 
the 1969 Apollo 11 mission to the Moon. 
Additionally, this legislation would 
award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
John Glenn, the first American to orbit 
the Earth and the man who helped set 
NASA firmly on the path of human 
space exploration. 

Forty years ago, 500 million people 
watched as Armstrong took those fate-
ful steps on the Moon’s surface, the 
first time that humans had ever set 
foot on another world. In words that 
were as poetic as the occasion was 
meaningful, Armstrong said, ‘‘That is 
one small step for man and one great 
leap for mankind.’’ He was shortly fol-
lowed thereafter on the Moon’s surface 
by Aldrin as Collins circled overhead. 

I was 11 years old that day, and I 
watched the Moon landing, joining 
much of humanity in celebrating this 
tremendous collective accomplish-
ment. My family was on vacation, but 
I persuaded my parents to let me stay 
in the hotel room alone all day and 
watch television so that I could see 
these giant men take those giant steps. 
Their mission was a landmark for 
America, for the world, and for all 
time. Americans are still inspired by 
these men and their mission to travel 
over a quarter of a million miles of 
dead space to reach our closest celes-
tial neighbor. I remember at the time 
thinking that humankind as a species 
is capable of true greatness. And while 
wolves howl at the Moon, humans visit 
it. 

On this journey, the Apollo 11 crew 
showed remarkable bravery, protected 
for days from the lifeless vacuum by 
only a thin metal shell. They collected 
more than 40 pounds of lunar samples, 
took photographs and deployed experi-
ments to study the solar wind, lunar 
dust, enable laser ranging and forever 
carry out passive seismic measure-

ments that remain measurable to this 
day. 

Their footprints remain on the Moon 
today and forever. The entire endeavor 
was a culmination of an intensive ef-
fort by tens of thousands of scientists, 
engineers and other dedicated individ-
uals to meet the challenge laid down 
by President John F. Kennedy 8 years 
earlier. President Kennedy encouraged 
Americans to rise to challenges like 
this one, and the American people re-
sponded with ingenuity, discipline and 
a spirit of collective effort. This jour-
ney took political will, scientific and 
technological risk-taking, inspiration 
and the heart and soul of millions of 
Americans who supported this space 
program. 
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And it took the competence and 
courage of these men, Armstrong, 
Aldrin and Collins, to make Apollo 11 
the success that it was. 

As the culmination of the U.S.-Soviet 
space race that commenced with the 
Soviet’s launch of Sputnik in 1957, 
Apollo 11’s success signified the United 
States’ ability to establish pre-
eminence in space. 

It also helped to inspire a generation 
to pursue careers in science and engi-
neering, and to believe in the power of 
American society and American cul-
ture. Alone in that hotel room watch-
ing TV, I certainly felt a lasting sense 
of meaning, that connection to those 
three brave astronauts. 

These astronauts represented in that 
moment America’s destiny, a destiny 
shared by the thousands of men and 
women who worked to make it happen. 

This includes John Glenn, of course, 
another brave pioneer of human space 
exploration who had made their jour-
ney possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is fitting that 
on this 40th anniversary year of the 
Apollo 11 mission, we grant these four 
brave Americans the recognition only 
this Congress can bestow, the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. That’s why I am in-
troducing legislation to that effect 
today. 

I am pleased to be joined in this ini-
tiative by the chairman of the House 
Science and Technology Committee, 
Bart Gordon; the chairwoman of the 
Space and Aeronautics Subcommittee, 
Gabrielle Giffords; Committee Ranking 
Member Ralph Hall; Subcommittee 
Ranking Member Pete Olson; and Flor-
ida Members Suzanne Kosmas and Bill 
Posey. 

I believe this recognition is long 
overdue, and I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation so it can be en-
acted into law. 
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HONORING JACK KEMP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, a couple of days ago America lost 

one of its greatest patriots, and I mean 
that. Jack Kemp served in this body, 
and I had the pleasure of knowing him 
for a long, long time. 

He started out his career, as far as I 
can remember, as a football player. He 
was at San Diego where he played. As 
I understand it, the football team out 
there really didn’t think he had what it 
took to become a starting quarterback, 
and they sold him to the Buffalo Bills 
for $500, I believe. He always laughed 
about that. And for $500, the Buffalo 
Bills got an all-star quarterback. They 
won several conference titles in the 
AFC, and he was an All Pro. Jack 
Kemp was all pro his whole life. When 
he ran for Congress and came to this 
Chamber, everyone who knew him and 
met him knew immediately he would 
become one of our leaders. He became 
our conference chairman and a leader 
in so many ways. Ronald Reagan 
tapped him to work with him on cut-
ting taxes, which stimulated the long-
est period of economic growth in our 
country’s history. Jack Kemp, along 
with Mr. Roth in the Senate, wrote the 
Kemp-Roth bill, which was the catalyst 
for the economic recovery under the 
Reagan administration. 

Jack Kemp was a lot of fun to be 
with. He wasn’t just a stuffy guy. He 
was the kind of guy that you liked to 
be around, an all-American person as 
well as an all-American football player 
and all-American political leader. 

He ran for Vice President with Bob 
Dole, and I truly believe he would have 
been an outstanding Vice President 
had he been elected. I also campaigned 
for him up in New Hampshire when he 
was running for President. I will never 
forget the Styrofoam footballs with his 
name that he threw to us on the plane. 
I think it was in January, and it was so 
cold. The thing I remember the most 
was Jack put me on a plane. He had 
three planeloads of congressmen, and 
the only one that didn’t have heat was 
the one I was on. But he was worth it. 
He was worth campaigning door to 
door, store to store in New Hampshire 
because he would have been an out-
standing President. 

I came down tonight to pay homage 
to a good friend whom we will all miss, 
a man who was a great American, a 
great father and husband, and he is 
somebody who will be missed by not 
only the people in this Chamber and 
the other Chamber and the White 
House, but he will be missed by every-
body in America who knew him. He 
was a great, great man. 

I just want to say to Joanne and his 
four children, You have our deepest 
sympathy. Everybody in this body 
sends their best regards to you and 
their sympathy to you for this very 
trying time you are going through. 

If anyone gets to heaven, Jack will 
be up there, and he probably has a foot-
ball in his hands. I can’t wait to see 
him again. 
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